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IF YOU ARE ASKING 
QUESTIONS LIKE… 

THEORIES YOU’LL WANT 
TO LOOK AT  

SOME THINKERS YOU MIGHT LOOK INTO  

   
 
How does this environment alter 
or reinforce our existing ideas 
about reading and writing? 
 

 
Theories of writing 

 
Historical thinkers: W. Ong, J. Derrida 
 
Digital thinkers:  G. Landow, J. Murray 
 

How does this environment alter 
or reinforce our existing ideas 
about audiences and fans? 

 
Theories of reception, 
theories of fandom 

Digital thinkers:  
H. Jenkins, N. Baym 
 
 

 
The Politics of Lenses 
 
You probably sense this already, but the nature of your lens can profoundly 
affect how you see your object. For instance, a purely Marxist interpretation of an 
activist movement might be radically different from one based on feminist or 
race theory. A purely aesthetic reading of a show often changes when subjected 
to theories of fandom. This is a good thing. For researchers, contradictions and 
contestations aren’t something to fear, but moments to explore.  
 

 
 
Please complete the following statement: 
 
Based on my personal research interests, I think the theories listed above that 
may be of most to use to me at this point are: 
 

1. _________________________________ 
 

2. _________________________________ 
 

3. _________________________________ 
 

4. _________________________________ 
 

5. _________________________________ 
 
If you have any questions that aren’t addressed in the theory chart above, please 
list them here so you can discuss them with Terri in class: 
 

1. ___________________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________________ 
 
 

 
EXERCISE 7: THEORIES OF INTEREST 

 


